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Specialization - Health Communication
B.A. in Media Communication
Specialization - Health Communication

B.A. in Media Communication
Description
The B.A. in media and communication prepares students for a changing and increasingly global media and communication landscape including careers
and/or graduate study in media research, criticism, policy, and management. As the media industry continues to evolve and new communication
technologies continue to both disrupt society and enable better lives, students who can comprehend and apply multiple perspectives regarding the
impact and implications of various media types will be able to anticipate and plan for future challenges.
Minimum Total Credit Hours: 120
General Education Requirements
The general education/core curriculum requirements for this program have a foundation in the liberal arts.
Students are required to complete the University Core, consisting of:

English Composition - 6 hours of English composition
Mathematics - 3 hours of college algebra or quantitative reasoning or statistics (taken from a department of mathematics) or a more advanced
mathematics course
Natural Science - 6 hours of natural science with labs
Humanities – 6 hours of humanities
Fine and Performing Arts Appreciation – 3 hours of fine and performing arts appreciation
Social Science - 6 hours of social or behavioral science courses
All media and communication majors must also complete 6 hours of foreign language coursework at any level. They may choose to do so within
the same language or not.
Student must complete 3 hours of oral communication by taking Spch 102, 105, 314, 107-108, or 207; or PPL 212.
Students must fulfill a school-wide diversity requirement by taking 3 semester hours in a course related to race, ethnicity, culture, gender, or
religion. This course must be in addition to any class used to fulfill the school's humanities requirement. Courses must be selected from a list of
approved courses maintained by the school's director of academic advising.

Course Requirements
A major in media and communication for the B.A. degree requires 33 semester hours of coursework. Five courses (15 hours) are required:

Jour 101
Jour 102 or IMC 205
Jour 103
Jour 369
IMC 325 or Jour 551
Students will choose six additional elective courses (18 hours) with any MCOM course as well as list of approved IMC or Jour courses offered
regularly and in rotation. In addition, students may count up to 3 hours of Spch or Writ at the 200+ level toward fulfillment of the major.
Students are required to engage in a semester-long project that helps them investigate and understand a contemporary or emerging
media/communication issue. They may fulfill this requirement through an approved internship, senior thesis, or enrollment in MCOM 480.

Other Academic Requirements
Students must complete a total of 120 hours, 30 of which must be at the 300+ level.
A minimum grade of C is required in all MCOM, IMC, and Jour courses for students pursuing a major in media and communication. A student may not
enroll in an MCOM course until a minimum grade of C has been obtained in prerequisite courses. No MCOM course may be taken more than two times.
Students will additionally be able to declare any of the school-approved specializations:

Accelerated Law (3 + 3)
Fashion Promo. & Media
Health Communication
Media Sales and Mgmt.
Public Relations
Social Media
Sports Comm. & Promotion
Visual Design

Secondary Emphasis
Students are required to take at least 18 hours outside of the School of Journalism and New Media, which can be satisfied with a minor, double major,
dual degree, or set of courses that comprise a secondary focus. Student who choose to fulfill this secondary emphasis with a set of courses not formally
recognized as a minor, double major, or dual degree are required to obtain official approval from the department chair.
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Exercise and Leisure Activity Courses
While exercise and leisure activity (EL) courses are not required, a maximum of 6 hours of these courses may be counted toward a B.A. in media and
communication. These courses are taken only on a pass-fail grading basis.
Specialization - Health Communication
Course Requirements
Students who wish to specialize in health communication should take the following: IMC/Jour 585, IMC 355, and select one interdisciplinary course from
the society and health minor list or complete an approved 3-credit internship.
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